E542

HONORING FIREFIGHTER JUSTIN
BLUBAUGH

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Firefighter Justin
Blubaugh for his 16 years of service with the
Meyersdale Volunteer Fire Department in
Somerset County, Pennsylvania.

Firefighters’ commitment and service to our
community are invaluable. Volunteer fire-
fighters often are called on to respond to
emergencies of all types. From battling struc-
ture fires to conducting search and rescue op-
erations, volunteer firefighters respond imme-
diately whenever disaster strikes. These he-
roes often go above and beyond—they teach
first aid, educate students about fire and other
dangerous hazards, and even install car safety
seats for children. Through their diverse and
often-difficult work, volunteer firefighters pro-
vide lifesaving services and are a staple of our
local community.

Firefighter Blubaugh has worked throughout
his career to serve the people of Somerset
County. On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th
Congressional District, | thank him for his work
to protect life and property in our community
and wish him continued health, safety, and
success.

——————

NATIVE AMERICAN CHILD
PROTECTION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 12, 2021

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
in strong support of H.R. 1688, the “Native
American Child Protection Act,” (“NACPA”)
which authorizes three programs aimed at en-
suring that Tribes have the tools they need to
treat, prevent, investigate, and prosecute in-
stances of family violence, child abuse, and
child neglect involving Native American chil-
dren and families.

The original version of these programs
passed as part of then-Senator John McCain’s
Indian Child Protection and Family Violence
Prevention Act, but the programs were never
fully funded and have not been reauthorized
by Congress.

This legislation would do the following:

Establish a new National Indian Resource
Services Center to provide tribes with tech-
nical assistance, advice, and training on ad-
dressing child abuse, family violence, and
child neglect.

Support efforts to improve intergovernmental
coordination between federal and tribal per-
sonnel responding to those issues.

Authorize grants through the Indian Child
Abuse Treatment Grant Program to establish
treatment programs and culturally appropriate
services for the victims of child abuse and ne-
glect in Indian Country.

Authorize formula grants to Tribes under the
Indian Child Protection and Family Violence
Prevention Program to support the hiring of
caseworkers and the establishment and ex-
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pansion of tribal programs that investigate,
prosecute, and prevent incidents of child
abuse, child neglect, and family violence in In-
dian Country.

American Indian and Alaska Native children
and their families who experience child mal-
treatment or family violence often have few
opportunities to find accessible, culturally-ap-
propriate services to help them address the
trauma from these events.

Furthermore, prevention funding is almost
non-existent for this population, removing op-
portunities to prevent trauma— before it hap-
pens and avoid families and children slipping
into crisis.

The federal government has a solemn re-
sponsibility to ensure that the most vulnerable
members of Indigenous communities—chil-
dren—are protected.

Guarding against crimes committed against
our Native communities will always be one of
my highest priorities, and this bill is a strong
step in the right direction.

Native communities must have the support
and resources necessary to help children
learn, grow, and live healthy lives.

In Texas and across the country, too many
Indigenous children have been victims of vio-
lence, abuse, and neglect.

The Federal government has an urgent re-
sponsibility to these children, and we should
be doing all that we can to help them secure
a bright future.

This legislation fulfills a promise made years
ago to address the impact of abuse of Native
children in federally-run boarding schools and
prevent anything like it from ever happening
again.

This promise was never fulfiled because
these programs were never funded, and the
Tribes never received the support they need-
ed.

This is why we must pass this bill: to finally
uphold our responsibility to help Tribes ensure
that Native American children are safe and
healthy.

This legislation will help ensure that the
Federal government is upholding its commit-
ments to help tribes and tribal organizations
protect the next generation.

Every Native child must have access to
community-based, culturally appropriate serv-
ices that help them grow up safe, healthy, and
spiritually strong—free from abuse, neglect,
sexual exploitation, and the damaging effects
of substance abuse.

For this reason, | ask my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to vote in support of
H.R. 1688.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2021

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, on Roll
Call No. 138 on Agreeing to the Waters of
California Part B Amendment En Bloc No. 1
for H.R. 2547, the Comprehensive Debt Col-
lection Improvement Act and Roll Call No. 143
on passage for H.R. 1065, the Pregnant Work-
ers Fairness Act, | was unable to vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 138, and YEA on Roll
Call No. 143.

May 18, 2021

IN RECOGNITION OF CAPTAIN
GEORGE SIRAGUSA

HON. JENNIFER WEXTON

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2021

Ms. WEXTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Captain George Siragusa
(USN, Ret.) on his retirement as the longtime
Board Chair for Virginia’s 10th Congressional
District, Service Academy Advisory Board.

Captain Siragusa has served on the board
since 2010 and as the Virginia District 10
Board Chairman since 2014. The board has a
body of over fifty military officers who annually
screen high school students applying for a
Congressional Nomination, a requirement for
eligibility to obtain an appointment to the four
Federal Service Academies. Under Captain
Siragusa’s leadership, the board has success-
fully recommended nomination and subse-
quent admission to over 150 future members
of the United States Armed Services to the
four service academies. In addition to his lead-
ership to the board members, Captain
Siragusa has served as an advisor and men-
tor to many of the candidates as they entered
this rigorous and challenging endeavor.

Outside of his service with the Federal Serv-
ice Academy Advisory Board, Captain
Siragusa is a private sector consulting firm en-
trepreneur, investor, and adviser. He is also a
seasoned leader-instructor at the university
level for 10 years, having taught at the United
States Naval Academy, George Washington
University, Wake Forest University, and cur-
rently George Mason University where he is
an adjunct professor at their Volgenau School
of Engineering. He also serves as a Senior
Business Adviser and Counselor to over 100
clients in his portfolio at the George Mason’s
Enterprise Center's Small Business Develop-
ment Center.

| congratulate Captain Siragusa on his re-
tirement and thank him for his service to Vir-
ginia’s 10th Congressional District. | wish
nothing but the best in all his future endeav-
ors.

HONORING FIREFIGHTER RICK
SANNER

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Firefighter Rick
Sanner for his 26 years of service with the
Meyersdale Volunteer Fire Department in
Somerset County, Pennsylvania.

Firefighters’ commitment and service to our
community are invaluable. Volunteer fire-
fighters often are called on to respond to
emergencies of all types. From battling struc-
ture fires to conducting search and rescue op-
erations, volunteer firefighters respond imme-
diately whenever disaster strikes. These he-
roes often go above and beyond—they teach
first aid, educate students about fire and other
dangerous hazards, and even install car safety
seats for children. Through their diverse and
often-difficult work, volunteer firefighters pro-
vide lifesaving services and are a staple of our
local community.
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